
 

 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Facilities Committee 
held in the Council Chamber, the Amenity Centre, Main Street, Yaxley on  

25th July 2023 at 7.00pm. 
 

Present:-  Councillor D Chapman – Vice Chairman in the Chair; 
 
Councillors R Butcher, J Clarke, B Edwards, S McMullon, G Middleton, A Minns and A 
Wood. 
 
In attendance – Mrs H Taylor, Councillors R Doncaster, E Gilchrist and Mr R Bingham of 
the Yaxley Countryside Volunteers. 

 

CF12. APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence from the meeting were received and accepted on behalf of 

Councillors K Gulson and J Lusted. 

CF13. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Councillors Butcher and McMullon declared “other” interests in Item No.CF19 by virtue of 
being allotment holders.  

CF14. MINUTES 

Councillor R Butcher proposed approval of the Minutes of the Committee held on 30th May 

2023. This was seconded by Councillor A Wood and unanimously RESOLVED. 

CF15. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 No Member of the Public wished to speak. 

CF16. BIODIVERSITY 

 Consideration was given to a report by the Clerk (a copy of which is appended in the 

Minute Book), which detailed the practices that have been adopted by the Council to 

conserve biodiversity which was of considerable importance in light of a new biodiversity 

duty from the Government on public authorities to have regard to conserving biodiversity 

as part of their policy or decision making. The report had been presented to Full Council 

on 11th July 2023. 

 Councillor A Wood reported that at a recent Parish Conference, Yaxley had been one of 

three Councils praised by the District Council for their proactive stance on Biodiversity. He 

added that the District Council’s Executive Councillor for Climate and Environment had 

been particularly impressed with the Parish Council’s alternative land management 

project.  Members felt that some recognition by the District Council on their website would 

be helpful and Councillor Wood offered to speak with the Portfolio Holder to enquire if this 

was possible.  

 In discussing what more can be done, Members were particularly keen on planting 

primrose borders and small dwarf spring bulbs.  The top bank area of the Rec and the 

bank on Church Street were identified as possible areas and the Clerk agreed to speak 

with the District Council as they had contacts for a company that could plant bulbs on a 

large scale. She would also speak with the new Youth Worker to enquire whether the 

youth group would like to be involved in the bulb planting. 



 

 

 Mr R Bingham supported the environmental work being pursued by the Parish Council 

and offered the involvement and advice of the Yaxley Countryside Volunteers in any 

future projects. He referred also to the work undertaken at the Cemetery including the 

planting of lavender and the hawthorn hedge which he suggested should be added to the 

list of practices adopted by the Council. 

 Having explained the value of following the Good Verge Guide when managing areas, 

Councillor G Middleton proposed that Full Council be requested to adopt the document as 

a working document.  Furthermore, he proposed that the list of new initiatives detailed in 

section 4 of the report be pursued as possible future projects.  Both proposals were 

seconded by Councillor R Butcher and unanimously RESOLVED.   

CF17. CAMBRIDGESHIRE AND PETERBOROUGH PARKS PARTNERSHIP 

 Members received and noted a report by the Clerk (a copy of which is appended in the 

Minute Book), outlining the Parish Council’s involvement in various outdoor initiatives 

being explored by Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Parks Project and Groundswork East. 

CF18. COMMUNITY FRIDGE UPDATE 

 Councillor R Butcher reported that the Community Fridge remains steady with around 40 

bags being handed out every Wednesday and Friday. The amount of surplus food being 

collected has increased with large quantities of bread being made available.  Although the 

Fridge has high levels of volunteers it would benefit from having more drivers particularly 

when it comes to doing the evening collections from the various shops.  The Clerk would 

put out a plea for more drivers on social media and would circulate the Community Fridge 

Rota with any Member that wished to volunteer.  

CF19. ALLOTMENT UPDATE 

 Members received and noted an allotment inspection report by the Clerk (a copy of which 

is appended in the Minute Book). Members were advised that the next inspection would 

be carried out in September. 

CF20. COMMUNITY LITTER PICK FEEDBACK 

 Councillor D Chapman reported that despite the wet weather that morning’s community 

litter pick had been well attended. Members noted that the next group litter pick would 

take place on Tuesday 29th August at 9.30am followed by a performance of the Old Green 

Time Machine by the Coalesce Dance Theatre at 11am. 

CF21. YAXLEY CAMERA CLUB 

 Members were advised that the Camera Club was going strong.  Although no one had 

come forward to run the club various members had agreed to lead on a programme of 

sessions from wildlife to portrait photography. 

CF22. CREATIVE ARTS EAST – EVENTS 

 In noting a series of events being put on throughout the summer by Eastern Arts as part 

of the District Council’s UKSPF delivery plan, Councillor Clarke reported that she had 

enjoyed a play that had been performed earlier that day in the Austin Hall.   

 



 

 

Meeting closed at 8.02pm 

 

 

Signed ………Jayne Lusted 26th September 2023…………………………………… 

 Chairman. 

 

 


